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CORONAVIRUS — INTRASTATE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.03 pm]: As members are aware, further intrastate 
border restrictions were introduced from 11.59 pm on Tuesday, 31 March 2020 aimed at preventing the spread of 
COVID-19 to protect the health of Western Australians. This direction, issued by the Commissioner of Police in 
his capacity as State Emergency Coordinator, requires all non-essential travel across Western Australian regions 
to stop. The regions are Kimberley, Pilbara, Gascoyne, midwest, goldfields–Esperance, wheatbelt, great southern 
and south west. Due to their proximity and interconnected nature, Perth and Peel are one region under the direction. 
Unless a person fits an exempt category, they will now not be able to leave the Western Australian region in which 
they live. Western Australians who are outside of that region and are able to return need to do so. The exempt 
categories include travel for work; attending medical appointments; transporting freight; returning to a place of 
residence; when necessary, attending school or an educational institution; caring for family members; and approved 
compassionate grounds. Operational guidance has been provided to officers working at checkpoints so that the spouse 
of a fly in, fly out worker will be able to travel to the airport to collect the worker and drive them directly home. 
Caring for family members includes travelling from Perth to Bunbury to care for an elderly or frail parent. Other 
categories include to escape domestic violence, to fulfil child custody arrangements and to provide veterinary or 
animal welfare services that are not available in the region in which the person is present. 
Checkpoints and mobile police patrols are in place to monitor travel across boundaries and to take appropriate 
enforcement action if people are travelling where they should not. People who fit one of the exempt categories and 
need to travel can assist officers staffing the checkpoints by having documentation that supports their need to travel. 
For example, this could be a letter, email or SMS from an employer; a note of the name, relationship and address of 
the person they are travelling to; the reason for the travel; and a copy of the direction, available on the WA government 
website, with the relevant exemption highlighted. People can download that from the WA government website 
and highlight the category they believe they fulfil. 
I am advised that as at 5.00 am today, since the direction took effect, 17 760 people and 14 602 vehicles travelled 
through checkpoints, 17 674 people were recognised as being in an exempt category and therefore permitted to 
continue travelling, and only 86 people were prevented from continuing to travel. Examples of the reasons people 
could not travel or should not have been travelling included people wanting to take short breaks or to holiday in 
another region. I thank the officers staffing the checkpoints. 
I understand these restrictions are inconvenient for many, but they are an important measure for our state in this 
unprecedented time. Everyone working at or seeking to pass through checkpoints is encouraged to be respectful and 
patient. The McGowan government, as I am sure do all members, thanks the Western Australian community for 
its understanding and patience during these extraordinarily testing times.  
The SPEAKER: Thank you, minister. The most important thing is country members going back to their electorates! 
Let us hope they let us through! 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: That is right. That is an exemption. 
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